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Service for the 4th Sunday after Epiphany, 31st January 2021 

A warm welcome to all who share in worship with us today. 

 

 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 147) 

How good it is to sing praises to our God, 

how pleasant and fitting to praise Him! 

 

HYMN: At the name of Jesus 
If you would like to sing this hymn, click the icon on the webpage for organ accompaniment. 
 
1 At the name of Jesus ev'ry knee shall bow, 

ev'ry tongue confess him King of glory now. 

'Tis the Father's pleasure we should call him 

Lord, 

who from the beginning was the mighty Word. 

2 Humbled for a season to receive a name 

from the lips of sinners unto whom he came, 

he became a witness, faithful to the last, 

and returned victorious when from death he 

passed. 

3 In your hearts enthrone him; there let him 

make new 

all that is not holy, all that is not true. 

He is God the Saviour, he is Christ the Lord, 

ever to be worshipped, trusted and adored. 

4 When this same Lord Jesus shall appear again 

in his Father's glory, there with him to reign, 

then may we adore him, all before him bow, 

and our hearts confess him King of glory now. 

Caroline M Noel 

PRAYER 

Let us pray 

Great God, you have chosen the weak things of this world to confound the mighty; 

shed your love upon us who watch for you, 

that our lips may praise you, our lives may bless you, and our meditations glorify you. 

Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

https://urcwalsall.uk/virtual-church.html


SCRIPTURE READING  

St Mark 1: 21-28 
Jesus drives out an impure spirit 
 

21 They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue 

and began to teach. 22 The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as 

one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law. 23 Just then a man in their synagogue 

who was possessed by an impure spirit cried out, 24 “What do you want with us, Jesus of 

Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!” 

25 “Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” 26 The impure spirit shook the man 

violently and came out of him with a shriek. 

27 The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A new 

teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders to impure spirits and they obey him.” 
28 News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee. 

 

 

HYMN: Thou art the everlasting Word 
If you would like to sing this hymn, click the icon on the webpage for organ accompaniment. 
 
1. Thou art the everlasting Word, 

the Father’s only Son; 

God manifestly seen and heard, 

and Heav’n’s belovèd one: 

Worthy, O Lamb of God, art Thou 

That every knee to Thee should bow. 

2. True image of the Infinite, 

whose essence is concealed; 

brightness of uncreated light; 

the heart of God revealed: [Refrain] 

3. But the high mysteries of thy name 

an angel’s grasp transcend; 

the Father only—glorious claim!— 

the Son can comprehend: [Refrain] 

4. Throughout the universe of bliss, 

the centre thou, and sun; 

th’eternal theme of praise is this, 

to heav’n’s Belovèd One:  

Worthy, O Lamb of God, art Thou 

That every knee to Thee should bow. 

Josiah Conder 

 

 

ADDRESS:  Mr Colin Hale 

Jesus had chosen his disciples.  Now they were to begin a journey with him that would be 

beyond their wildest dreams. To begin with, they went to Capernaum: it would seem that 

this was a place Jesus was to use as his base.  

For his disciples, it could only have been an uncertain future and they’d no idea where it 

would lead.  For all who commit their lives to Christ, it can be uncertain where the call of 

Christ may take them and how they respond. 



It would seem that their first call was the synagogue: any town with ten or more Jewish 

married men could have one.  So although Capernaum was only a village, it qualified.  When 

the Sabbath came, Jesus and the disciples went along. 

I wonder what the congregation thought about this stranger and his friends: were they 

pleased to see them, or curious?  Visiting teachers were allowed to participate and Jesus 

took advantage of the opportunity. 

But this newcomer was different when he began to speak: it was not the same as the 

congregation were used to.  Their ears pricked up, they began to listen and the more they 

did so, the more they were engrossed.  It was not just what he said but how he said it.  He 

spoke as one who had authority – he knew and believed what he said – not like the usual 

teachers of law, who referred to the writings and teachings of others and had no first-hand 

knowledge. 

Not so long ago, there was a great disaster at sea.  A tourist ferry, loaded with cars and 

holiday makers had failed to shut its doors properly.  The water began to pour in and the 

boat started to sink and panic set in. People were screaming as the atmosphere turned into 

something like a horror movie.  

All at once a man, not a crew member, took charge.  In a clear voice he gave orders telling 

people what to do.  Relief mixed with panic as people realised someone was in charge and 

many reached lifeboats they would otherwise have missed in the dark.  The man himself 

went down to the hold where he formed a human bridge, holding on with one hand to a 

ladder and the other to part of the ship, enabling more people to cross to safety. 

When the nightmare was over, this man was found to have drowned; but the authority he 

showed – and which others saw in him – meant many more were saved. 

Jesus’ authority was recognised.  When one man in the congregation challenged Jesus, it 

was evident to all there what he was going to do.  The man was possessed by a spirit and 

knew who Jesus was.  One can only wonder why he was in the synagogue. 

Jesus shows his authority by casting out the demon with just a few words.  That the people 

were amazed is probably an understatement.  I can’t imagine they’d had a service quite like 

this before: a new teaching and with authority! 

Towards the end of his time on earth, Jesus said to his disciples, “All authority in heaven and 

on earth has been given to me.”  Nothing has changed – even during Covid: Jesus is the 

same yesterday, today and forever. 

 



HYMN: Lord, thy word abideth 
If you would like to sing this hymn, click the icon on the webpage for organ accompaniment. 
 
1 Lord, thy word abideth, 

and our footsteps guideth; 

who its truth believeth 

light and joy receiveth. 

2 When our foes are near us, 

then thy word doth cheer us, 

word of consolation, 

message of salvation. 

3 When the storms are o'er us, 

and dark clouds before us, 

then its light directeth, 

and our way protecteth. 

 

4 Who can tell the pleasure, 

who recount the treasure 

by thy word imparted 

to the simple-hearted? 

5 Word of mercy, giving 

succour to the living; 

word of life, supplying 

comfort to the dying. 

6 O that we discerning 

its most holy learning, 

Lord, may love and fear thee, 

evermore be near thee 

H W Baker 

 

 

PRAYERS of intercession 

Let us pray 

Dear Father, we thank you that we can bring all our joys, sorrows, burdens and 

expectations, in fact all that is going on in our lives, and share them with you. 

We thank you for the hard work of all those who developed the vaccine and pray it will be a 

great help in beating Covid. 

We pray for help in these days of uncertainty, when we face the prospect of illness, isolation 

and fear. 

We pray for all who have faced bereavement, that they will find you the God of all comfort 

and consolation. 

We remember all who serve us in the NHS.  We pray for care workers, for neighbours and 

friends who have been there for us; and for all who have given time & talents to help in time 

of need. 

We are thankful for the vaccine that gives us hope for a brighter future.  

Most of all we thank you, Father, that you have promised never to leave or forsake us. 

Amen. 

 

 

 



HYMN:  Now thank we all our God 

If you would like to sing this hymn, click the icon on the webpage for organ accompaniment. 

1 Now thank we all our God 

with heart and hands and voices, 

who wondrous things has done, 

in whom his world rejoices; 

who from our mothers' arms 

has blessed us on our way 

with countless gifts of love, 

and still is ours today. 

2 O may this bounteous God 

through all our life be near us, 

with ever joyful hearts 

and blessed peace to cheer us, 

to keep us in his grace, 

and guide us when perplexed, 

and free us from all ills 

of this world in the next. 

3 All praise and thanks to God 

the Father now be given, 

the Son and and him who reigns, 

with them in highest heaven, 

the one eternal God, 

whom heaven and earth adore; 

for thus it was, is now, 

and shall be evermore. 

Martin Rinkart 

 

 

THE GRACE 

Now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with us all, evermore. 

Amen. 
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