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Service for the third Sunday after Epiphany, 24th January 2021 
A warm welcome to all who share in worship with us today. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Hello and welcome to this online service from Broadway URC, Walsall. 

Let us come from our everyday and our routine and meet with God; the one who made us, and who 

gave us our daily bread through the week just gone. 

Let us pray 

Loving Lord, thank you that you meet us where we are, in the middle and muddle of our 

daily tasks.  Help us to hear your call, to recognise your voice, and to respond to your 

invitation to be with you now. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN: I, the Lord of sea and sky 
If you would like to listen to this hymn, click the PLAY icon on the webpage, 

or click this link: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00k0vz0 (opens in a new tab/window) 

 

PRAYERS 

Let us pray 

Loving God, we ask for your forgiveness for the times we have blocked your voice, refused 

to listen or ignored your call. 

Loving God, we ask for your spirit of wisdom, that we will allow your voice to flow, that we 

may hear and know your word, and respond to your call. 

Loving God, we confess that at times we are afraid of what you may ask us to do, afraid of 

getting it wrong, of your call being too hard for us to respond to. 

Loving God, we ask for courage to flow from you through us, to enable us to be all that we 

can be, to do all that we can do, to live in response to your love. 

Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; 

Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

https://urcwalsall.uk/virtual-church.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00k0vz0


SCRIPTURE READING 

St Mark 1: 14-20   Jesus calls four fishermen 

14 After John had been put in prison, Jesus went to Galilee and preached the Good News 

from God. 15 “The right time has come,” he said, “and the Kingdom of God is near! Turn 

away from your sins and believe the Good News!” 

16 As Jesus walked along the shore of Lake Galilee, he saw two fishermen, Simon and his 

brother Andrew, catching fish with a net. 17 Jesus said to them, “Come with me, and I will 

teach you to catch men.” 18 At once they left their nets and went with him. 

19 He went a little farther on and saw two other brothers, James and John, the sons of 

Zebedee. They were in their boat getting their nets ready. 20 As soon as Jesus saw them, he 

called them; they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and went with 

Jesus. 

 

HYMN: Lord of the Dance 
If you would like to listen to this hymn, click the PLAY icon on the webpage, 

or click this link: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04zd4kg  (opens in a new tab/window) 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Psalm 62: 5-12 

5 I depend on God alone; I put my hope in him. 
6 He alone protects and saves me; he is my defender, and I shall never be defeated. 
7 My salvation and honour depend on God; he is my strong protector; he is my shelter. 
8 Trust in God at all times, my people.  Tell him all your troubles, for he is our refuge. 
9 Men are all like a puff of breath; great and small alike are worthless. 

   Put them on the scales, and they weigh nothing; they are lighter than a mere breath. 
10 Don't put your trust in violence; don't hope to gain anything by robbery; even if your 

    riches increase, don't depend on them. 
11 More than once I have heard God say that power belongs to him and that his love is 

    constant.  You yourself, O Lord, reward everyone according to his deeds. 

 

COMMENT:  Ms Megan Evans 

I want to start by discussing the psalm we just heard.  I took great comfort from the words 

of this psalm and hope you do to.  There’s no way of escaping the fact that we are living in a 

global pandemic.  Life is hard, for many even harder than usual, and Psalm 62 really gave me 

comfort.  It’s important to remember that we have a defender and protector whose love is 

always constant and who is with us at all times.  We should tell him all our troubles, depend 

on God alone and put our hope in him.   

Today’s ‘Jesus calls four fishermen’ reading is one I would imagine most of us are familiar 

with: one I’m sure we have heard many times before.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04zd4kg


I remember being taught in Sunday School the significance of Jesus selecting fishermen.  A 

fisherman’s job requires many transferable skills that make them perfect candidates for 

bringing people to Jesus.  They need patience, endurance and dedication to wait around for 

the fish to arrive.  They need a good eye for detail as they must notice the movement of the 

water that reveals the presence of fish.  They need both strength and gentleness to handle 

the fish.  They also need to be able to work successfully in teams.  It is easy to see that the 

skills learned and practiced as fishermen would hold them in good stead for catching 

people. 

The four fishermen were all very busy at work when Jesus called them.  With so much to do, 

and pressure from others to complete work and make money, it would have been easy for 

them to have ignored Jesus, but they didn’t.  Is there a lesson here for us?  Are we guilty of 

not hearing Jesus’ voice because it has been blocked out by the demands of colleagues, 

family and friends?  If we were to hear him, what would we expect him to say?  And would 

we be willing to change what we are doing if he asks us to? 

 

Every time I hear Mark 1: 14-20, it always amazes me how all four men leave what they are 

doing instantly, with no questions asked, and follow Jesus.  I’d like to hope I’d follow Jesus if 

called, but I’m pretty sure if I was in this scene with the fishermen, there would have to be a 

new verse 21 saying something along the lines of: “Some time later, Megan had made her 

considered decision.  She decided she too would follow Jesus.”  I innately like time to make 

decisions and struggle with impulsiveness, which is why I am always in awe of the 

immediate action of Simon, Andrew, James and John. 

I found some interesting content on this idea of consideration and lack of hesitancy on the 

‘Roots’ website when preparing for this service.  There’s a fine line between careful 

consideration and hesitancy.  In society today, consideration (or shall we say “careful 

forethought”), where you assess and evaluate possible outcomes before making a decision, 

is seen as a fairly desirable quality.  However, if someone is unable to make their mind up, 

that hesitancy is seen as a negative or less attractive quality.  Again, in today’s society, 

making spontaneous decisions without consideration could be considered irresponsible.  So 

do we commend the disciples in the Mark reading for their unhesitating commitment to 

Jesus, or do we wonder about the impact of their decision on their dependants?  The 

disciples would likely have had family pressure, financial pressure and pressure from their 

colleagues to remain in work as fishermen; but they dropped it all instantly, when Jesus 

called them, in order to follow Him.  There’s possibly part of this story we’re not privy to, 

where these fishermen have all made a conscious or unconscious decision at some point, to 

live their lives in a constant state of readiness, waiting for God’s call.  Is forethought the 

foundation for giving an unhesitant “Yes” to Jesus?  There is a strong link between the 

practice of trusting God from day to day and unhesitating service. 

This week is the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (the last day of the week is tomorrow).  

This year’s material has been prepared by the Monastic Community of Grandchamp in 

Switzerland.  The theme that was chosen is based on John 15:1-17: “Abide in my love and 

you shall bear much fruit”.  Looking through all the material provided online, I was 



particularly drawn to the material for Day 1 (Monday 18th January), where the content was 

based around John 15:16a: “You did not choose me, but I chose you”.  I felt some of the 

mediation provided linked in with my thoughts above, so I wanted to share some of that 

with you now. This is from: ‘The Sources of Taizé’, page 52. 

“One day you understood that, without your being aware of it, a yes had already been 

inscribed in your innermost depths.  And so you chose to go forward in the footsteps of 

Christ…. In silence in the presence of Christ, you heard him say, ‘Come, follow me.’ ” [The 

Sources of Taizé (2000) p. 52] 

It seems that this yes had already been inscribed in the innermost depths of the four 

fishermen, which is why they could answer “yes” to Jesus so readily.  Let us have faith that, 

without our being aware of it, a yes has already been inscribed in our innermost depths too, 

so that we may listen and say “yes” when we hear God’s call. 

Amen. 

HYMN: Will you come and follow me? 
If you would like to listen to this hymn, click the PLAY icon on the webpage, 

or click this link: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02nvtrp   (opens in a new tab/window) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us pray 

Ever-loving God, we come before you to pray for our world and its people. 

We pray for those who govern around the world, for those who have power over others, 

that they might use their position to bring about peace and an equal sharing of resources, 

and to reconcile those who are divided by war, race or creed. 

We pray for those who take the message of the gospel into the communities around them. 

Give them a sensitivity towards those with whom they share, and may they know your 

presence and power. 

We pray for those for whom life is a struggle each day, 

for those who do not know where the next meal is coming from, 

for those who do not know if they will have work this week, 

for those who are ill, in pain, or are lonely, 

for those for whom the light at the end of the tunnel seems a long way off. 

Thinking of the current pandemic, we pray for those who are sick and their families and 

friends: may they feel your love and healing. 

We pray for medical staff who continue to save lives and for those who are administering 

vaccines.  May parents feel your love and support at this time, as they balance home-

schooling around their own work.  Provide comfort to children and young people who are 

missing their friends. 

We thank you for the technology that enables us to talk and video-call those we cannot 

meet and we thank you for people and organisations who are helping those most in need at 

this time.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02nvtrp


In a moment of silence, we remember those in our own personal prayers at this time…….. 

Loving God, who each day brings forth new life and new hope, may those for whom we pray 

know your presence with them.  May your care and healing power surround them, not only 

this day but every day. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN:  Thy hand, O God 

If you would like to sing this hymn, click the icon on the webpage for organ accompaniment. 
 
1 Thy hand, O God, has guided 

thy flock from age to age; 

the wondrous tale is written 

full clear, on every page. 

Thy people owned thy goodness, 

and we their deeds record; 

and both of this bear witness: 

one Church, one Faith, one Lord! 

2 Thy heralds brought glad tidings 

to greatest, as to least; 

they summoned all to hasten 

and share the great King's feast. 

Their gospel of redemption, 

sin pardoned, earth restored, 

was all in this enfolded: 

one Church, one Faith, one Lord! 

3 Thy mercy will not fail us 

nor leave thy work undone; 

with thy right hand to help us 

the vict'ry shall be won. 

And then, by all creation, 

thy name shall be adored, 

and this shall be our anthem: 

one Church, one Faith, one Lord! 
E H Plumtre 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Let us pray 

Living Lord, thank you that you meet us where we are, in the middle and muddle of our daily 

lives.  Help us to hear your call, to recognise your voice, and to respond to your invitation to 

follow you whatever we might be doing. 

Amen. 
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