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Service for the 18th Sunday after Trinity, 11th October 2020 

A warm welcome to all who share in worship with us today. 

 

INTROIT:  Locus iste – Anton Bruckner 
an unaccompanied motet, sung by the church choir, archive recording from 1998. 

Locus iste a Deo factus est 
inaestimabile sacramentum, 
irreprehensibilis est. 

This place was made by God 
a sacrament of inestimable value, 
without reproach. 

 
Welcome to worship to those of you in the church building and those who are at home.  The 
Lord be with you.  Let us worship God. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

Please respond with… “Jesus Christ comes to transform”  

With the poor and oppressed, with the proud and prejudiced, 

Jesus Christ comes to transform. 

In the over-crowded flat and the shop doorway, 

in the mansions of the rich and our national institutions, 

Jesus Christ comes to transform. 

With his healing touch and his righteous anger, 

with his shining truth and his all-encompassing love, 

Jesus Christ comes to transform. 

That our thoughts might be challenged and our cold hearts stirred, 

our privilege recognised and our lives renewed, 

Jesus Christ comes to transform. 

 

HYMN: Give to our God immortal praise 
 
1 Give to our God immortal praise; 
mercy and truth are all his ways: 
wonders of grace to God belong; 
repeat his mercies in your song. 

2 He built the earth, he spread the sky, 
and fixed the starry lights on high: 
wonders of grace to God belong; 
repeat his mercies in your song. 

3 He sent his Son with pow'r to save 
from guilt and darkness and the grave: 
wonders of grace to God belong; 
repeat his mercies in your song. 

4 Through this vain world he guides our feet, 
and leads us to his mercy seat: 
wonders of grace to God belong; 
repeat his mercies in your song. 

Isaac Watts, from Psalm 136 

If you would like to sing this hymn, please pause the video & click the icon on the webpage for organ 
accompaniment. 

https://urcwalsall.uk/virtual-church.html


PRAYERS 

Let us pray 

Rainbow God, we come to worship you this morning in all our diversity, each unique but 

made in your image.  Only you know all there is to know about us, the vast array of 

characteristics that make us who we are.  Some things about us we are born with, some 

things have happened to us and some things we have chosen.   Some things about us are 

visible to the world and somethings are deep inside. 

And you love us.  In all our variety and complexity, you love us. 

We do not deserve your love, we know we fall far short of how you call us to be; and yet, 

you love us.  In wonder and amazement, we worship you and give you our thanks.  We ask 

your forgiveness for the times we have fallen short and ask that you will transform us. 

We hear the words of Jesus, to all who turn to him. “Your sins are forgiven.  Follow me.” 

Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING: Philippians 4: 1-9 

4 So then, my brothers & sisters, how dear you are to me and how I miss you!  How happy 
you make me, and how proud I am of you! — this then, dear brothers & sisters, is how you 
should stand firm in your life in the Lord. 
2 Euodia and Syntyche, please, I beg you, try to agree as sisters in the Lord. 3 And you too, my 
faithful partner, I want you to help these women; for they have worked hard with me to 
spread the gospel, together with Clement and all my other fellow workers, whose names are 
in God's book of the living. 
4 May you always be joyful in your union with the Lord.  I say it again: rejoice! 
5 Show a gentle attitude toward everyone. The Lord is coming soon. 6 Don't worry about 
anything, but in all your prayers ask God for what you need, always asking him with a 
thankful heart. 7 And God's peace, which is far beyond human understanding, will keep your 
hearts and minds safe in union with Christ Jesus. 
8 In conclusion, my friends, fill your minds with those things that are good and that deserve 
praise: things that are true, noble, right, pure, lovely, and honourable.  9 Put into practice 
what you learned and received from me, both from my words and from my actions. And the 
God who gives us peace will be with you. 

Thanks be to God 

 



REFLECTION 

Paul writes these words from prison having no idea what the future might hold for him. 

Even so, he is writing to the church in Philippi to encourage and teach, to guard against 

complacency, to help each other, to put their trust in God, and to remind them of the  

Christian virtues they should live by.  He starts with such encouraging words but is soon 

admonishing two women in the church, Euodia and Syntyche, about their disagreements.  

These two women have been a great help in Paul’s spreading of the gospel, but have 

obviously been disrupting the church by their arguments.  I imagine that they each thought 

they were doing such good works that their position was justified.  I think that maybe they 

had become complacent and believed that they were doing such good works that they 

didn’t need to take a good, long, hard look at themselves. 

During lockdown, events have occurred that have challenged many of us – both Christians 

and those outside the church – to take a long, hard look at ourselves and our complacency.  

I am speaking of the terrible lynching of George Floyd in the USA and other acts of brutal 

racism both in the USA and our own country.  The Black Lives Matter movement has 

highlighted the racism which is so much the norm in our communities. 

I was reminded of my class at theological college when we were challenged by a black 

theologian, Robert Beckford, who said we were all racist.  We were appalled and disputed 

his charge.  Black Lives Matter has made me think again that I am complacent about my 

attitude to racism. 

During this summer, I have read many books, listened to programmes and spoken to 

friends, to try to understand the lived reality of people of colour.  I have tried to 

acknowledge the totally undeserved privilege I take for granted because the colour of my 

skin is white.  I have just finished reading a book entitled “Why I am no longer talking to 

white people about race” by Reni Eddo-Lodge.  It has shocked me. 

I think one of the things that really struck home to me, in this summer of thinking about 

racism, was an interview on the radio with a black mother of a teenaged boy.  She spoke 

about being worried every time her son went out that he might be stopped by the police, or 

become involved in trouble of some kind, because he is black.  She constantly told her son 

to keep his head down and not attract attention.  I have never, ever, worried that one of my 

sons might be stopped by the police, or become involved in trouble, because of the colour 

of their skin.  Her reality is totally different to mine only because of the colour of our skin.  

How ridiculously unjust, how wrong, is that? 

I am on a journey.  It isn’t good enough to say to Robert Beckford that I am not a racist. 

It isn’t good enough to welcome a new black neighbour and say “hello” and think I am not a 

racist.  It is so much more complicated than that.  I cannot go on being complacent about 

my white privilege.  I cannot leave unchallenged the uncomfortable casual racism I hear.  I 

cannot put my attitude to racism away and think about it tomorrow.  I have to speak out 

against racism now.  Acknowledging my own complacency is just the beginning. 

Paul’s words speak to us – to me and you – again today.  “Fill your mind with those things 

that are good and deserve praise; things that are true, noble, right, pure, lovely, and 



honourable.  Put into practice what you have learned and received from me, both from my 

words and from my actions.   And the God who gives us peace will be with you.” 

We pray now a prayer written by the American Catholic Bishops’ Conference in response to 

the death of George Floyd… 

Let us pray 

We are broken-hearted, sickened, and outraged to watch another video 
of an African American man being killed before our very eyes. What’s 
more astounding is that this is happening within mere weeks of several 
other such occurrences. This is the latest wake-up call that needs to be 
answered by each of us in a spirit of determined conversion.  Racism is not 
a thing of the past or simply a throwaway political issue to be bandied 
about when convenient.  It is a real and present danger that must be met 
head on.  As members of the Church, we must stand for the more difficult 
right and just actions instead of the easy wrongs of indifference. We 
cannot turn a blind eye to these atrocities and yet still try to profess to 
respect every human life. We serve a God of love, mercy, and justice. 
Lord, hear our prayer.  Amen.   

 

 

John Campbell, a URC minister who used to minister in Birmingham, has written a hymn that 
is for Racial Justice Sunday this year and we’re going to hear the words of that hymn now… 

HYMN:  Christian love is not romantic (tune: Ode to Joy) 

1 Christian love is not romantic 
not soft-focussed, twee or sweet. 
Christian love’s not ‘likes’, nor dating, 
far more real than text or tweet. 
Christian love means life-long struggle 
lived-out kindness ev’rywhere. 
Christian love must echo Jesus: 
selfless, soulful, steeped in prayer. 

2 Christian love respects the other, 
seeks to understand, not judge; 
takes delight in mutual learning 
doesn’t force and doesn’t fudge. 
Christian love’s an arduous journey, 
finding self by giving all; 
serving, sharing, helping, caring; 
full response to Jesus’ call. 

3 Christian love cries out for justice 
wheresoever it’s denied; 
joins the struggle, makes the protest, 
stays the course, eyes open wide. 
Christian love rejects what’s racist, 
sexist, ageist, prejudiced, 
turns against each nurtured bias, 
learning daily to resist. 

4 Christian love is learned from Jesus, 
walks his way and bears his cross; 
self-surrenders, like our Saviour; 
gains much more than what is lost. 
Christian love is so persistent, 
it outlasts all other things; 
by its hope, its faith, its struggle, 
it’s the song all heaven sings! 

John Campbell © 2020 Kevin Mayhew Ltd freely available for racial justice services in 2020 

 
If you would like to sing this hymn, please pause the video & click the icon on the webpage for organ 
accompaniment. 
 

 



HOLY COMMUNION 

We bring this bread and this wine, and our gifts to the table of Jesus. 
With them we bring ourselves, all that we are and all that we own. 
May the ordinary become holy and heaven be opened to the people of faith. 
 
Jesus was often a guest.  He shared many meals with his friends, and they long remembered 
his words at the table.  Though some disapproved of the company he kept, 
Jesus ate and drank with all kinds of people and showed everyone the love of God. 
Wherever people met together, Jesus was glad to be welcomed and to be fed. 
Today, we are the guests of Jesus. He welcomes us, whoever we are and whatever we bring, 
and he will feed us at his table.  Old or young, rich or poor, black or white, joyful or in 
sorrow, Jesus invites us to share bread and wine with him, to remember the story of his life 
and his death and to celebrate that he is with us here today. 
 
On the night before he died, Jesus shared a meal with twelve of his disciples in an upstairs 
room in Jerusalem.  While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread. 
He said a prayer and then broke the bread. 
He gave them all some bread and said, “take this bread and remember me.” 
Then he took a cup of wine and, after giving thanks, he said to them, “This cup is God’s love 
poured out for all people.  Drink from it, all of you.” 
 
We are the friends of Jesus today. 
He invites us to break bread together, to remember him, and to pray that God’s kingdom 
will come. 
 
Let us pray 

Loving God, the world you made is beautiful and full of wonder.  You made us with all 
your creatures and you love all that you have made. 
You gave us Jesus, your Son, to be born and to grow up in difficult times when there was 
little peace.   
He embraced people with your love and told stories to change us all.  
He healed those in pain and brought life to those who had lost hope.  
He made friends with anyone who would listen – and loved even his enemies. 
For these things he suffered and died and was raised from death and lives with you forever. 
You gave us your Holy Spirit, to teach and to strengthen us and to remind us of Jesus. 
For all these gifts we thank you. 
 
Send your Holy Spirit upon this bread and wine, and upon your people, so that Jesus may be 
with us and we may be ready to live for you and to do what you ask of us, today and every 
day.  We make this prayer in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
Eat this bread.  It is the bread of Life. 

Drink this wine.  It is the cup of blessing. 

Thanks be to God for this gift beyond words. 

 



ANTHEM: “O Saviour of the World”, music by John Goss 
O Saviour of the world, who by Thy cross and precious blood has redeemed us. 

Save us, and help us, we humbly beseech Thee, O Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Please respond to “Lord, in your mercy” with… “hear our prayer”. 

Let us pray 

Loving God, you have fed us generously at this table, 
As we have remembered Jesus.  We are ready now to follow him, and to be your people in 
the world.  May your Holy Spirit show us the way, make us holy, and fill us with love. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the Church, for the great church throughout the world, for our own church here 
at Broadway and our friends at Hatherton and Blakenall.  We pray for the members & 
friends of Broadway, for those that we are concerned about today, and we remember them 
before you now. 
May we remember Jesus every day, learn to love you and our neighbours and be people of 
peace and justice in the world. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the whole world.  Bring healing and peace to all those who are suffering and 
afraid.  Especially we pray for people who experience the abuse and injustice of racism 
every day.  We pray for so many people who are affected in different ways by the corona 
virus - grief and fear, isolation and anxiety, challenge and long hours, poverty and confusion. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for ourselves, for our family and friends, 
For all those we love and for those we find it hard to love. 
May nothing divide us or come between us, but let your love bind us to one another. 
Bless us with your peace. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

Jesus said, “Go home to your friends and tell them how much the Lord has done for you.” 

The blessing of God be upon you, 
The One who loves you, 
The Christ who calls you, 
The Spirit who transforms you, 
Today and always.  Amen. 
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