
 

 

Communion Service 
May 3rd 2020 

 
INTROIT: Thine be the glory – G F Handel 
(recorded at a Broadway URC event in 1998) 
 

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,  
endless is the vict’ry, thou o'er death hast won;  
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,  
kept the folded grave clothes where thy body lay.  
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son,  
endless is the vict'ry, thou o'er death hast won. 

 
Welcome to worship this Sunday morning. 
 
On the first Sunday morning of the month we would usually meet together in church 
to worship God and share the Lord’s Supper. It is not possible to meet this morning at 
church because of “lockdown” so you are invited to worship together in your home. 
In a moment I suggest that you PAUSE the video and prepare bread and wine or fruit 
juice,  place it beside your favourite chair and prepare for worship.  
 
Imagine the dear faces of your loved ones and members of the congregation around you. 
We begin our worship this morning with some words written by Gerard Manley Hopkins 
 
Seek God’s house in happy throng; 
Crowded let His table be; 
Mingle praises, prayer and song, 
Singing to the Trinity. 
Henceforth let your souls alway 
Make each morn an Easter Day.       (From Easter by GMH) 
 
HYMN based on the 23rd Psalm written by H W Baker 
 
The king of love my Shepherd is,                Where streams of living water flow 
whose goodness faileth never;                     my ransomed soul he leadeth, 
I nothing lack if I am his                               and where the verdant pastures grow 
and he is mine for ever.                               with food celestial feedeth. 
 
Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,               In death’s dark vale I fear no ill 
but yet in love he sought me,                       with thee, dear Lord, beside me, 
and on his shoulder gently laid                    thy rod and staff me comfort still,  
and home, rejoicing, brought me.                thy cross before to guide me. 
 
Thou spread’st a table in my sight,              And so through all the length of days 
thy unction grace bestoweth;                       thy goodness faileth never; 
and O what transport of delight                   Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 
from thy pure chalice floweth.!                    Within thy house for ever. 

 
If watching the video, you can PAUSE it at this point and then click the icon on the webpage for 
organ accompaniment to the hymn so that you can sing it! 

 
 



 

 

Our prayer is from the URC Prayer Handbook 2020 adapted for our time. 
Please join in the response: Gracious God, forgive us and help us. 
 
Let us pray... 
 
Living God, we praise you for your presence, 
inspiring and sustaining people everywhere. 
Forgive us, God, when we fail to hear you call our names 
and we rely on our own strength. 
Forgive us when we fail to devote ourselves to your teaching, 
the breaking of bread, and daily prayers. 
Gracious God, forgive us and help us. 
Forgive us, God, when we fail to notice your signs and wonders. 
Forgive us when we dwell on our differences instead of celebrating 
what we have in common. 
Gracious God, forgive us and help us. 
Forgive us, God, when we neglect the wisdom which comes from your Spirit. 
Forgive us when we hold onto our possessions 
and fail to respond to the needs around us. 
Forgive us when we fail to receive your gifts with grateful hearts. 
Gracious God, forgive us and help us. 
Eternal God, we know that you will never fail us. 
Grant us forgiveness and make us true believers in your love. 
Use us to share your good news, and to build up the fellowship 
of your church everywhere.  In Jesus’ name. Amen 
 
Our Father in heaven,  hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING Acts 2 v 42 – 47 
 
They devoted themselves to the apostle’s teaching and fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and the prayers..   
Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done 
by the apostles.  All who believed were together and had all things in common; 
they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, 
as any had need.  Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, 
they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 
praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. 
And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
 
REFLECTION 
 
I think all of us are finding that “lockdown” is very tedious. It is frustrating not being able to 
go out, to meet up with friends and family.  We can feel lonely, anxious, and sad.   We are 
out of our routine and some are stressed and some are bored.   People on the front line 



 

 

have different stresses as they work long, worrying hours, constantly aware of the hazards 
to other people, to their families and to themselves.  I am missing the fellowship and stimu-
lation of going to church, the coming together to worship God and rise to the new chal-
lenges of how we serve Jesus. I am sure that you are missing going to church as well, on 
a Sunday, to worship God and to enjoy fellowship with one another. 

In our reading from Acts we hear about the energy and enthusiasm of the early church.  It 
is positively bustling with things going on and a sense of togetherness and purpose as 
they follow Jesus.  They are joining together to learn more about their faith; they are shar-
ing communion services and prayers; they are full of amazement about what God is doing; 
they encourage each other in their new found belief; they are generous and help the 
needy; they witness to their faith in the temple;  they Praise God;  and new people are join-
ing their number every day.  What a wonderful picture of how church should be! 

How can we even begin to have that sense of wonder and purpose, joy and enthusiasm in 
our current circumstances?   We cannot be together and that seems to be a central part of 
what the early church is about.  Only in our imaginations can we have that physical sense 
of being together.   But there is still so much in this reading that we can do to keep our 
faith strong and not become downhearted.  We have time to learn more about our faith, 
time to read that book we always planned to;  we can join together in worship on the radio 
and tv, on the internet and the URC’s Daily Devotions;  we will share breaking bread to-
gether during this service;  we have time now to pray without hurry and distraction;  each 
day we can positively look for the good things which are happening in the world and be 
amazed;  we can encourage each other on WhatsApp and Zoom; by phone and by posting 
a letter;  we can still give to charities which are particularly hard-hit as they seek to allevi-
ate need;  we can still witness to our faith by the way we interact in however small a way 
and we can Praise God! 

 
Dear Friends, we are living in difficult times and people are suffering in so many ways. 
This is an opportunity for us to renew our Christian lives.  A phrase that helps me - 
‘it is our Duty and our Joy in all things to give Thanks and Praise to God.” 
It’s not easy - but this is our opportunity.  May you know God’s love around you each and 
every day  Amen. 
 
ANTHEM: Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace – S S Wesley 
(recorded by Broadway URC choir in 1998) 
 

Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee. 
The darkness is no darkness with Thee, but the night is as clear as the day. 
The darkness and the light to Thee are both alike. 
God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all. 
O let my soul live and it shall praise Thee, 
For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory for evermore. 
Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee. 

 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 
All across the world this morning Christians will be remembering the last Supper of Jesus. 
Many will be like us, staying home, unable to meet together.  There will be some who are 
worried and some who are sad, some who are lonely and some who are exhausted by the 
sacrifice they give to care for those who are ill.  Whatever our circumstances, wherever we 
are, we are united by this time of remembrance with our Lord.  We will remember his love 
for us and his humility, his courage and sacrifice.  We will remember that he was lonely 



 

 

and abandoned, betrayed and denied by his friends.  In spite of this, he was faithful and 
obedient to the end, he died a cruel death because he loved each one of us so much. 
Across time and space he invites us now, whoever we are, to share at His table. 
 
Let us remind ourselves what happened at the Last Supper - 
On the night that he was betrayed, as they were sitting at a meal, 
Jesus took a piece of bread, blessed and broke it.  He gave it to the disciples saying, 
“This is my body. It is broken for you.  Do this to remember me.” 
Later, after they had eaten, he took a cup of wine and said, 
“This cup is the new relationship with God made possible because of my death. 
Drink this all of you, to remember me.” 
 
Let us offer our prayer of thanksgiving, as Jesus did. 
Creator God, we thank you for the beauty of the Spring-time, for the rainbow delights of 
flowers, the melody of the dawn chorus, the sweet aromas of baking bread, the gentle 
touch of the breeze and refreshing, clear water. 
Jesus, our Saviour,  we thank you that you are always with us, our companion and friend, 
listening to our inmost thoughts, healing our brokenness, touching our hearts with joy and 
hope and love. 
Gracious Spirit, we thank you that you guide us through the dark valleys, you lead us to 
green pastures, you inspire us with new insights and bring us to God’s grace. 

 
Thank you God for bread to break and wine to share. 
Amen. 
 
So now, with Christians everywhere, take the bread and the wine, 
as Jesus did.   
 
Eat, drink and remember. 
God comes to you in bread broken and wine poured. 
 
As we have been richly fed, we offer our prayers of intercession. 
 
 

Let us pray…. 
 
God of Love, we pray for nations across the world who struggle to cope with the corona 
virus in different ways.  We pray for countries who have few resources, and we pray for 
leaders that they may be wise in their decisions. 
Lord in your mercy; hear our prayer 
 
We pray for people who are on the front line of dealing with the virus;  for all who work for 
the NHS, for all who work in care homes,  in supermarkets, in food distribution; transport, 
waste disposal; and for scientists who seek to find a vaccine. 
Lord in your mercy; hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for people who are finding “lockdown” so hard.  Who feel lonely and anxious; who 
are concerned for their work and their income; who find educating children far harder than 
they thought; who are bored and whose mental health is suffering 
Lord in your mercy;  hear our prayer. 



 

 

We pray for people whose stories are no longer in the news but who need our prayers to-
day.  War and famine; poverty, injustice and disease continue in the world. 
Lord in your mercy;  hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for our congregation, particularly those who are grieving, those who are ill and 
those who watch loved ones who are ill.  We pray for people who usually sit near us in 
church. 
Lord in your mercy;  hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for our loved ones and our neighbours. 
Lord in your mercy;  hear our prayer.  Amen. 
 
HYMN by Charles Wesley 
 
Love divine, all loves excelling,                       Come, almighty to deliver, 
Joy of heaven, to earth come down,               let us all thy life receive; 
Fix in us thy humble dwelling,                         suddenly return, and never, 
All thy faithful mercies crown.                         never more thy temples leave. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion,                       Thee we would be always blessing, 
Pure, unbounded love thou art;                       serve thee as thy hosts above, 
Visit us with thy salvation,                                pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 
Enter every trembling heart.                            Glory in thy perfect love. 
 
Finish then thy new creation, 
Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see thy great salvation, 
Perfectly restored in thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, 
Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before thee, 
Lost in wonder, love and praise. 
 
If watching the video, you can PAUSE it at this point and then click the icon on the webpage for 
organ accompaniment to the hymn so that you can sing it! 

 
 
God’s blessings and God’s peace be with you now and in the coming days. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
Notice 
 
Sybil has asked me to let you know that Den’s funeral will be on 13th May at 1.30pm at 
Streetly Crematorium.  Please remember Sybil and the family in your prayers and give 
thanks to God for Den’s life and all we have shared with him. 


